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Italian Hymn (Come Thou Almighty King) by Charles Callahan

To all who are weary and need rest;
To all who mourn and long for comfort;
To all who feel worthless and wonder if God cares;
To all who fail and desire strength;
To all who sin and need a Savior;
To all who hunger and thirst for righteousness;
And to whoever will come–
This church opens wide her doors and offers her welcome in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Leader:	 Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
	 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
	 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

	 Let us worship the Lord together!

Come thou Almighty King
Help us thy name to sing
Help us to praise
Father all glorious o’er all victorious
Come and reign over us Ancient of Days

Come thou Incarnate Word
Gird on thy mighty sword
Our prayer attend
Come and thy people bless
And give thy Word success
Spirit of holiness on us descend

Come Holy Comforter
Thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour
Thou who almighty art now rule in ev’ry heart
And ne’er from us depart Spirit of pow’r

To thee great One in Three
Eternal praises be
Hence evermore
Thy sov’reign majesty may we in glory see
And to eternity love and adore

Words: Anon., 1757 | Music: Felice de Giardini, 1769
    

Prelude

Welcome

Call to Worship
Psalm 95:1–2

Hymn of Praise
Come Thou 

Almighty King
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Glory be to the Father
And to the Son and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be
World without end Amen Amen

Words:  Traditional 2nd Century
Music:  Henry W. Greatorex, 1851

Leader:	 What do we know about God’s love for us. 

All: 	 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give 
us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? 
It is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is 
the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? As it is written,

	 “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
    	 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

	 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.	

 

Invocation

The Lord’s 
Prayer

Gloria Patri

Affirmation of 
Faith

Romans 8:31–39 



Chorus
How faithful the Father above
How wondrous the work of the Son
How sweet is the Spirit given to us
How great is the greatness of God

Morning by morning with every dawn
My soul with a new song awaits
Even in evening my praise goes on
Forever my God is the same

Chorus

When my heart gazes on Calvary
At all of your mercies arrayed
Oh that my Savior would die for me
I sing out with infinite thanks

Chorus

Oh what a comfort in every trial
His presence is all that I need
Power that brought resurrection life
That power is living in me
That power is living in me

Chorus

How faithful the Father above
How wondrous the work of the Son
How sweet is the Spirit given to us
How great is the greatness of God
How great is the greatness of God
How great is the greatness of God

Words & Music: Matt Boswell, Bryan Fowler, Matt Papa, 2024                                           

Hymn
How Great Is the 

Greatness of God



LLeader: 	 What is the second commandment?

All: 	 The second commandment is: You shall not make for yourself 
a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve 
them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing 
steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 

Leader: 	 What is required in the second commandment? 

All: 	 The second commandment requires the receiving, observing, 
and keeping pure and entire, all such religious worship and 
ordinances as God has appointed in his Word. 

Leader: 	 What is forbidden in the second commandment?

All: 	 The second commandment forbids the worshipping of God by 
images – or any other way not appointed in his Word.  

Leader: 	 What are the reasons for the second commandment? 

All: 	 The reasons for the second commandment are that God 
totally rules over us, that we belong to him, and that he is 
eager to be worshipped correctly. 

 

 Leader: 	 Let us confess our sins together. 

All: 	 Almighty Father, you are the source of every good and perfect 
gift. We praise your name for the greatest and most perfect 
gift: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. But in lifting him up, we 
humble ourselves before you. We confess to you, not only our 
sins of omission in failing to do what we know is right, but also 
our sins of commission in doing what you forbid. O Lord, we 
are weak and feeble, slow to confess our sins, and prone to 
wander from the path of righteousness. Do not deal with us 
as our sins deserve but wash us clean in the blood of the Lamb 
and empower us by your Spirit to live to honor and serve our 
Savior King. We praise you that he was born like us that we 
might become like him. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

Call to 
Confession

Exodus 20:4–6       
Westminster 

Shorter Catechism 
Q/A 49–52

Public 
Confession

Silent 
Confession



Leader: 	 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person-- 
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die-- 
but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us

	 Hear and receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, 
we are forgiven.

All: 	 Thanks be to God!     

Chorus
God is our refuge and strength
A very present help in trouble
Therefore we will not fear

Though the earth should change
Though the earth should crumble into the sea
Let the oceans roar and foam
Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge

Chorus

There is a river
Whose streams make glad the city of God
The holy dwelling of the Most High

God is in the midst of the city
It shall not be moved
God will help when the morning dawns

The nations are in an uproar
The kingdoms of men have tottered
God thunders the earth melts
The God of Jacob is with us
The God of Jacob is our fortress

Chorus

Arr. Mark Hayes

Assurance of 
Pardon and 

Comfort
Romans 8:31-32 

Romans 5:6–8

Pastoral Prayer

Tithes & 
Offerings

Musical 
Offering

Refuge and Strength
Worship Choir



The Doxology

Prayer of 
Dedication

Sermon

Closing Hymn
Christ Is All

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost 
Amen

Words:  Thomas Ken, 1709
Music:  Louis Bourgeois’s Genevan Psalter, 1551

“The Lord Gave”
Daniel 1:1–21 
Rev. Grant Carter

I’ve found a treasure that can’t be taken
Found a well that won’t run dry
O worldly pleasure be now forsaken
Behold what love what life is mine

Could endless striving
Now make me righteous
Could all my works now grant me hope
Oh hallelujah the blood of Jesus
My only plea my only boast

Chorus
Christ is all Christ is all
And my song will ever be Christ is all
All in all and my song will ever be
Christ is all

And in the trial when storms are raging
Though tears may fall my soul will rise
For there’s a peace that is mine unchanging
There is a joy that never dies

Chorus

When life is passing and strength is fading
I’ll see the One that I adore
Let this world vanish oh give me Jesus
My great desire my true reward



Chorus
Christ is all Christ is all
And my song will ever be Christ is all
All in all and my song will ever be
Christ is all

Chorus 

Words and Music:  Matt Papa, Matt Boswell, 2017

Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord (Psalm 95) by Robert Lau

Benediction

Postlude 
All music used by permission: 

CCLI#33408



Announcements

Meet CPC 
New Members 

Class October 3

Family Ministry 
Social October 4

JOY (Just Older 
Youth) Group 

Field Trip 
October 9

Fall Journeys 
October 10

Men’s Steak Night 
November 6

Worship Choir

Women’s Bible 
Study

If you want to learn more about our church to help determine if it is a good 
fit for you, we invite you to register for Meet CPC Weekend! We will meet in 
the Chapel next Saturday, October 3, 8 am to 3 pm. Breakfast and lunch will 
be served. Childcare is available. Please register at cpchouston.org/meet-cpc.

Parents of children and youth, join us at Kirby Ice House to watch the Texans 
vs Cowboys next Sunday, October 4. Food will be available for purchase 
at nearby food trucks; each person is responsible for their own food and 
beverages. This event is for parents only. Children and youth will enjoy 
fellowship, fun, and lunch at the church. Details and registration are online at 
tinyurl.com/FamMin10-26.

The JOY Group is going to Peeka Ranch in Burton, TX, (peekaranch.com) on 
Friday, October 9.  We’ll meet their alpacas, stroll the rolling hills, and browse 
their store. The cost for visiting the ranch is $7.  We will leave CPC at 9:15 
am, enjoy the alpacas, then stop for lunch at Mariachi’s Mexican Restaurant 
in Brenham on the way home. Contact Cindy Meeh if you have questions. 
Learn more and sign up online at cpchouston.org/JOY.

Ladies, register today for Fall Journeys, one of our most loved women’s 
ministry events at CPC! Join us Saturday, October 10, 10 am to 12 pm. We 
will begin our morning with fellowship and a brunch before hearing from our 
speakers, Ellen Brown and Jackie McDougal, about their journeys. Sign up 
today at cpchouston.org/journeys.

Come for fellowship and great food Friday, November 6, 6:30-10 pm! Bring 
your favorite cut of meat, and we will supply the rest. You can grill it yourself 
or leave it to one of our highly trained grill masters. Please register by 
November 2 at cpchouston.org/steak. 

New voices are welcome in the Worship Choir this fall! Choir rehearsals 
are Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. For more information, please 
contact BJ McDougal.

Join Mikie Bellis and the women of CPC for our Bible study this fall, 
“Hosea and The Epistles of John: Hesed, God’s Covenant Love.” We meet 
Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary. Online-only small groups meet 
Tuesdays at 7 pm and Wednesdays at 1:30 pm. Learn more & register at 
cpchouston.org/BibleStudy.



Richard Harris will lead a trip to Israel for a small group of CPC members 
March 6–16, 2027. The trip will include visits to Joppa, Caesarea Philippi, 
Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, the Mount of Beatitudes, Capernaum, the 
Jordan River, the Dead Sea, the Mount of Olives, the Garden of Gethsemane, 
the Temple Mount, the City of David, Bethlehem, and more. There is also 
an optional Jordan extension that can be added to see Petra and spend a 
night in Wadi Rum. If you are interested in joining our group, please contact 
Richard Harris.

City Groups at Christ Presbyterian Church provide a great way for people 
to enjoy fellowship, build strong friendships, and encourage one another 
through prayer and Bible study. Learn more and join a City Group at 
cpchouston.org/city-groups.

Ushers are needed for each worship service Sunday mornings to extend 
hospitality to guests and church members so that everyone has a positive 
worship experience. Will you volunteer your time to serve in this important 
part of CPC’s worship services? Learn more and sign up by visiting 
cpchouston.org/deacons.

For groups meeting at church on Wednesday nights, dinner on September 
30 is chicken alfredo, salad, and dessert. Bring $5 per person, max $20 per 
family, or pay online at https://givebutter.com/cepcwednesday.

March 2027 CPC 
Trip to Israel

Join a City Group

Ushers Needed

Wednesday Night 
Dinner

Announcements

Operating Fund Contributions

ANNUAL BUDGET $3,400,000

YTD GIVING AS OF 09/24/2026 $2,183,783

REMAINING TO REACH BUDGET $1,216,217

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:6
	

Give online at cpchouston.org/Give.



Sermon Notes
September 27, 2026 | “The Lord Gave”

Daniel 1:1–21  | Rev. Grant Carter
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RULING ELDERS
...............................................................................

Matt Baker, Personnel Committee

Craig Brown, Chairman, Worship Committee

Eric Hambly, Chairman, Finance Committee

Marshall Henderson, Chairman, Children’s 
Ministry

Clif Kageler, Personnel Committee

Chip Mealy, Chairman, Campus Vision Committee

Paul Oliphant, Chairman, Missions Committee

Dan Olson, Chairman, Student Ministry

Keith Pendergrass, Vice-Chairman, Missions 
Committee

Brian Rose, Clerk of Session

Cor Van Dyk, Chairman, Personnel Committee

O’Banion Williams, Chairman, Adult Education

Church Ministry Staff & Ruling Elders

ON CALL SEPTEMBER 27
...............................................................................

Elder on Call 
Matt Baker

Diaconal Member on Call
Celeste Garbarino

CHURCH OFFICE
...............................................................................

Christ Presbyterian Church
8300 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77024
www.cpchouston.org
713-526-1188

MINISTRY STAFF
...............................................................................

Richard Harris
Senior Pastor

Steve Bellis
Executive Director

Gina Grieb
Student Ministry Coordinator

Alicia Harris
Women’s Ministry and Special Events Coordinator

Anne Henderson
Director of Children’s Ministry

BJ McDougal
Director of Music and Worship

David Newland
Interim Director of Young Adults Ministry

Kristin Page
Associate Director of Children’s Ministry

Kyler Parkman
Director of Student Ministry

Darren Smith
Director, Congregational Care

Axel Sotelo
Assistant Pastor of Community Outreach

Scan here for recent announcements and 
to submit an electronic Connect Card or prayer requests.


