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ORDER OF WORSHIP                                                              December 25, 2022

Prelude

Welcome
To all who are weary and need rest;
To all who mourn and long for comfort;
To all who feel worthless and wonder if God cares;
To all who fail and desire strength;
To all who sin and need a Savior;
To all who hunger and thirst for righteousness;
And to whoever will come–

This Church opens wide her doors and offers her welcome in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Call to Worship                                                                                          Luke 2:13–14
Minister: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God and saying,

 Glory to God in the highest,
     and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 Let us join our voices in praising God together! 

Hymn of Praise         
Joy To The World! The Lord Is Come

Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King

Let every heart prepare him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the world the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods
Rocks hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat repeat the sounding joy

No more let sin and sorrow grow
Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found

Far as far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love
And wonders of his love

And wonders wonders of his love

Invocation



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father

And to the Son and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be

World without end
Amen Amen

Affirmation of Faith                                                                         John 1:1–5, 9–14
Minister:  What does the Bible teach us about the Word who became flesh? 

All:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into 
the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled

Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic hosts proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Christ by highest heav’n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord

Late in time behold him come
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail the incarnate Deity

Pleased as man with men to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel

Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

continued



Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace
Hail the Sun of Righteousness
Light and life to all he brings
Ris’n with healing in his wings

Mild he lays his glory by
Born that men no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth

Born to give them second birth
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Call to Confession                                                                                  1 John 1:8–9
Minister: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Public Confession            Adapted from the Book of Common Worship, 1946                 
Minister:  Let us confess our sins together.                                                                            

All:  Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred and strayed 
from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much 
the pattern of this world and the desires of our hearts. We 
have broken your holy laws. We have left undone those things 
that we ought to have done, and we have done those things 
that we ought not to have done. There is no health in us. O 
Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Restore to us 
the joy of your salvation; bind up that which is broken, give 
light to our minds, strength to our wills and rest to our souls, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Silent Confession 

Assurance of Pardon and Comfort                                             2 Corinthians 5:17 
Minister:  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come.  
 
 Hear and receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we 

are forgiven.

People: Thanks be to God!     

Angels We Have Heard On High
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains

And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains

Chorus
Gloria in excelsis Deo
Gloria in excelsis Deo

Shepherds why this jubilee
Why your joyous strains prolong

Say what may the tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song

Chorus

continued



Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing

Come adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord the newborn King

Chorus
Gloria in excelsis Deo
Gloria in excelsis Deo

Pastoral Prayer

Tithes And Offerings

Musical Offering                                                                                 
What Child Is This?

What Child is this who laid to rest
On Mary’s lap is sleeping

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping

This this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing

Haste haste to bring him laud
The Babe the Son of Mary

Why lies he in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding

Good Christian fear for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading

Nails spear shall pierce him through
The cross be borne for me for you

Hail hail the Word made flesh
The Babe the Son of Mary

So bring him incense gold and myrrh
Come peasant king to own him

The King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone him

Raise raise the song on high
The Virgin sings her lullaby

Joy joy for Christ is born
The Babe the Son of Mary

The Doxology       
Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host

Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost Amen

Prayer Of Dedication



Sermon                                       
“Shepherds and Angels”

Luke 2:8–20
Rev. Richard Harris

Closing Song                             
O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come all ye faithful joyful and triumphant
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem

Come and behold him
Born the King of angels

Chorus
O come let us adore him
O come let us adore him
O come let us adore him

Christ the Lord

God of God Light of Light
Lo he abhors not the Virgin’s womb

Very God begotten not created

Chorus

Sing choirs of angels sing in exultation
Sing all ye citizens of heav’n above

Glory to God in the highest

Chorus

Yea Lord we greet thee
Born this happy morning

Jesus to thee be all glory giv’n
Word of the Father late in flesh appearing

Chorus

Benediction 

Postlude                                                                                                   

All music used by permission: CCLI#33408
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